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U. S. SECTION 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom was originated in 1915 in the midst of the first World War, 
with Jane Addams as its first president. Throughout its history it has maintained a policy and program consistent with its pur- 
pose to work by non-violent means for the establishment of those political, economic, social and psychological conditions 


throughout the world which can assure peace and freedom. 


PRINCIPLES 
Peace: 


The peace for which we work is much 
more than the absence of war or maintenance 
of order through dominance of force. It is 
a positive principle of human relations and 
can be found only where there 1s free coop- 
eration for the common good. 


Freedom: 

Liberty of the human spirit is a basic value. 
Although freedom must be exercised with re- 
sponsibility, and individuals in society may 
have to accepi much control in the interest 
of the common good, nevertheless they must 
have the right to contribute to decisions and to 
express differing opinions through free demo- 
cratic processes. The enemies of freedom are 
found in all forms of dictatorship, in all im- 
perialisms and in all oppression whether under 
fascism, communism or under the guise of 
democracy. They manifest themsejves in every 
violation of human rights, including any sup- 
pression of civil tiberties, any suppression of 
political and economic rights, and in discrimi- 
nation based on race, religion, class, sex or 
opinions. 

Justice: 

Justice is essential to peace amd freedom. 

The deep-seated injustices in the ecomumie, 


political and socia] structures ‘open the 


for the growth of totalitarianism. The League 
supports, as the best answer to the threat of 
totalitarianism, the development of a democratic 
social order in which the dynamic forces. of 
scientific discovery and economic change can 
he utilized to enrich the life of all members 
of the human family. The League believes 
that to insure justice, responsible govern- 
ments, national or local, must faithfully up- 
hold the right to an open and fair trial, due 
process and equality before the law. 


INTERNATIONAL POLICIES 


United Nations: 

Throughout the 38 years of its. existence the 
League has stood for a strong international 
organization functioning democratically with. 
in the framework of law as essential to lasting 


peace. We believe that the United Nations 
represents a stage of such an organization 
and as such we give it full support. 

The League believes that the principle of 
nniversal membership in the United Nations 
and its Specialized Agencies offers the best 
hope of resolving tensions and suspicions and 
of strengthening -a cooperative 
world-wide community of nations. 

The League believes that to function effec- 
tively as an international body the Secretrial 
must have genuine independence from inter- 
ference. intimidation or limitation by any 
national group operating in its own limited 
interests rather than for the welfare of the 
international body. 

The League believes that the primary re- 
sponsibility of the United Nations as ont- 
lined in the Charter is to operate as an instru- 
ment of mediation, negotiation, 
amt judicial review in resolving world tensions 
rather than to rely on collective security by 
military might as a means of stopping eageres- 
sion or settling international disputes. 

The League urges the governments repre- 
sented in the United Nations to use the facili- 
ties of the International Court of Justice for 
the settlement of disputes. 

The League holds the goal of the United 
Nations to be total world disarmament enforce- 
able-under law. It believes that the extension 
of the services of the specialized agencies, dedi- 
cated to removing the age-old.causes of .war— 
poverty, hunger and disease—will be an effec- 
tive means to that end. Likewise, the resources 
in money, man-power and the treasures of the 
earth released when the crushing 7 
armaments. is lifted and the threat of the 
desolation of war is removed will make this 
program possible. 


World Disarmament: 

The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom has watched with deep 
concern the extension-of militarism and rearm- 
ament throughout the world. It therefore wel- 
comes and accepts as encouraging signs along 
the road toward total world disarmament, the 
establishment of the Disarmament Commission 
by the United Nations General Assembly and 
the efforts this Commission has made and 
resolutions on disarmament introduced in the 
Congress of the United States. These begin- 
nings and these hopes need to be extended 


and implemented. The League recommends the 
calling of a World Disarmament Conference 
by the United Nations, including all nations, 
to consider the necessary steps toward total 
world disarmament. These should include a 
practical program for enforcement by a United 
Nations police force operating under law; a 
trustworthy system of international control and 
inspection; and genuine efforts to solve those 
scientific and technical problems involved im 
the effective control and elimination of atomic 
and other weapons of mass destruction along 
with all weapons of war. 


International Economic Development: 

Recognizing that the low economic status 
of vast areas of the world results in human 
suffering as well as in serious international 
problems, and believing in the use of the 
resources of the world for the benefit of its 
people, we support an international program 
of mutual assistance free from military com- 
mitment and courageous in magnitude. While 
we recognize certain values in programs of 
economic development initiated by individual 
countries and private enterprise we prefer to 
support such programs as those carried on by 
and through the United Nations and its spe. 
cialized agencies. Only such programs can, we 
believe, furnish adequate safeguards against 
economic exploitation, avoid the fear of im- 
perialistic aims or military commitments. and 
imspire the confidence essential to achieve 
democratic and peaceful development. 

We believe that economic crises and despair 
often drive people to the desperate remedies 
offered by totalitarianism but that economic 
and social welfare promotes the ,growth of 
peace and democracy. 


Self-Determination of Peoples: 

The Women’s International Leaguc for Peace 
and Freedom believes that the.exploitation of — 
subject peoples is intolergble, whether under 


colonial totalitarian or other oppressive powers. 


Included iin this would be the denial of self- 
determination for the subject peoples-in satel- 
lite countries, and in the intemal policies of 
certain independentsstates, where a majority is 
held in subjectionstoca minority by «devices 
of -segregation-and denial of -politieal, civil and 
human rights. ‘We ‘believe that the United 
States, consistent with its historical experience, 
should assume leadership-in the support of the 
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principle of self-determination. We deplore 
the subsidization of colonial powers and the 
support of reactionary leaders and we reject 
those policies which have allowed expediency 
for political or military goals to take prece- 
dence over human rights and freedoms. _ 
We likewise deplore the fact that the prin- 
ciples and organs of ihe United Nations which 
are designed to advance non-self-governing 
terrilories toward independence have not been 
faithfully supported by member nations. 
Though we realize that the problen: of helping 
peoples toward self-government is not a simple 
one, especially when they are caught in the 
struggle between great powers, we neverthe- 
less call upon all governments of the world to 
give full support in word and deed to the 
principles of the self-determination of peoples 


Free Movement of Peoples: 

The League believes in the free movement of 
people and vigorously opposes transfers of 
people without their consent. We are deeply 
concerned over the problems of those people 
made homeless by war and oppression. Many 
lack the material and legal requisites of 
migration. We urge full financial and political 
support for the United Nations High Commis- 
sioner f-~ Refugees and for the efforts of the 
United Nations in the Middle East and else- 
where to aid and settle refugees. 


Human Rights: 

The Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom-reaffirms its “faith in the funda- 
mental rights and in the dignity and worth 
of the human person.” The League believes 
“all human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights; that they are edowed with 
reason and conscience and should act toward 
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” 

Therefore the League supports the continu- 
ing efforts of the United Nations to promote 
human rights by every possible means includ- 
ing the drafting of covenants for ratification 
by member states; the principle of United 
Nations’ recognition of meritorious complaints 
by private petition; action undertaken by the 
agencies of the United Nations to implement 
the obligations of the Charter; the United 
Nations inquiry into forced labor wherever it 
is used wiiether for the purpose of controlling 
political opposition or for any other purpose. 

The League believes that genocide is a crime 
against humanity and deplores the fact that 
the United States has so far refused to ratify 
the Genocide Convention. 


Capital Punishment: 

The Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom has, since its inception, consid- 
ered the right to life as a fundamental human 


right, and asserts that no authority is entitled 
to sentence a human being to death. The 
League holds this view in full agreement with 
the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations and of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights which clearly point out that 
the maintenance of peace is inseparably con- 
nected with the respect for life, and the dignity 
and worth of man. 

Capital punishment violates this principle 
and contributes to the brutalization of the mind 
of man. The League holds that a State which 
considers an act of murder to be a capital 
crime ought not to make itself guilty of taking 
life. 


World Trade: 

The Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom welcomes the proposed Interna- 
tional Trade Organization, the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade, as well as regional 
efforts such as the Schuman Plan for a Euro- 
pean Coal and Steel Authority. We support the 
extension of tlie Reciprocal Trade Agreements 
and favor still further reduction of tariffs and 
removal of restrictive trade barriers. 


DOMESTIC POLICIES 


Economic and Social Welfare: 

The League reiterates its conviction that 
government exists for the sake of the citizen. 
The first concern of government is, therefore, 
to obtain and maintain the conditions which 
allow the maximum development of _ its 
citizens. 

Wherever private initiative and individual 
concern have failed to provide the essential 
facilities for health, housing, education, em- 
ployment and social insurance for all citizens, 
the League believes it is the province of gov- 
ernment to make available through proper 
legislative process, these requisite conditions 
for the maintenance of human dignity. Such 
legislation should include carefully drawn safe- 
guards to insure democratic controls, and 
should use existing institutions as far as 
possible. 

The most urgent current econoniic problem 
is inflation. The League believes that the gov- 
ernment should act vigorously to revive a 
stabilization program to control price and wage 
levels and, in the case of credit, such controls 
as could not be used to the disadvantage of 
people who are in debt. We deplore the fact 
that so much of the productive capacity of our 
nation is now going into materials for war 
with the resulting high price level for con- 
sumers’ goods, 

We recommend that the natural resources 
of the country be kept by the Federal Govern- 
ment for the benefit of all our citizens. We 
deplore the present trend of turning over to 
the control of individual states and private 
enterprise such vast natural resources as off- 
shore oil, mineral deposits, forests and grazing 
lands and electric power generated by our 
great river control projects. We further de- 
plore the trend toward turning over to private 
business the development of atomic energy. 


Labor: 


The League believes that a vigorous and 
democratic labor movement is the best safe- 
guard for the rights of workers and has a 
permanent and valuable place in our economy. 
We recognize that strikes are often labor’s only 
effective means in obtaining redress of griev- 
ances and attaining desirable economic secur- 
ity; and hence the right to strike must he 
maintained. Strikes may also be precipitated 
by refusal of management to consider griev- 
ances and reasonable requests. However, peace 


PRIORITIES FC 


1. Settlement in Korea 

2. World Disarmament an 
3. Human’ Rights: Civil | 
4. Support of the United 
These are the issues which the Womer 


Freedom expects to give priority for 1953 a 
foreign and domestic policy, and work on tl 
and international level. 


The fourth priority, “Support of the U 


listed as a priority. It is really a channel | 
be carried out at the International level. just 
the Congress of the United States, and the 

the local, state and national level. However 
under such serious attack, both in local co 
in the Congress itself, active work io crea 
active support of the United Nations and its sf 


Progr 


This year the Program Committee has ¢ 


projects in line with the Principles and Polici 
These study kits include material on “Unite: 
light of WILPF principles and policies, an 
Liberties in the United States of America”. 


The material is directed toward helping 


1. Integrate the year’s study so that membe 
have gained specific knowledge in certair 
knowledge more intelligently and more 
international levels; 

2. Act as an informed group in their owr 
and thought on the part of other groups: 

3. View current events in the light of WI 

4. Carry out some local project that will mak 


in labor-management relations can best be 
achieved by negotiation based on a knowledge 
of conditions in the industry and by a sense 
of responsibility to the community on the part 
of both labor and management. 


Freedom of Thought and Speech: 
The guarantee of freedom of thought and 
speech is necessary to a democratic society. 
e League condemns the increasing inter- 
ference with freedom of opinion by the use 
of loyalty tests and investigations. 


Such measures, while purporting to protect 
democracy, are themselves subversive since 
they undermine the basic principle of democ- 
racy — faith in the ability of the individual 
to think for himself. 


They obscure the clear distinction that 
should be maintained between thought and 
action. No person should he tried or con- 
demned because of opinion, or because of 
association with others holding unpopular 
opinions. While it is frequemtly difficult to 
distinguish between an idea and an incitement 
to action, failure to make this distinction leads 
to a situation in which men are afraid of 
critica] thinking. 

The climate of unthinking conformity in- 
duced by such measures endangers future 
progress. In all fields, greater knowledge can 
be obtained only if there is the possibility of 
criticizing established ideas and of examining 
all possible alternatives. 


The machinery necessary to administer such 


TIES FOR 1953-54 


Korea 

mament and World Development 
Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 
he United Nations 


he Women’s International League for Peace and 
for 1953 and 1954. These issues affect both our 
work on them is done at the local, state, national 


its: 


t of the United Nations,,’ would not normally be 
a channel through which work on the issues may 
| level. just as City Councils or State Legislatures. 
. and the State Department represent channels at 

However. since the United Nations is currently 
n local communities throughout the country and 
tk to create more intelligent understanding and 
s and its specialized agencies is given high priority. 


Program 


uittee has developed study materials and suggested 
and Policies, and based on our current Priorities. 
on “United States Foreign Policy” viewed in the 
olicies, and a study of “Civil Rights and Civil 
America”. 

ird helping branches to 

hat members feel at the end of the year that they 
e in certain fields and can act in the light of that 
and more effectively on the local, national and 


| their own communities and to stimulate action 
groups; 
ght of WILPF Principles and Policies; 


at will make the program and the issues come alive. 


measures tends toward the creation of a police 
state in which critical, courageous and far- 
sighted citizens are some times put at the 


. mercy of the ignorant and the unscrupulous. 


Whatever the dangers may be from fifth 
columns, the greater danger lies in our lack 
of vigorous faith in our own domestic insti- 
tutions. The best defense of freedom is the 
practice of freedom. 


Freedom of Communication and Travel: 

The League condemns all government cen- 
sorship of the news which interferes with free 
exchange of opinion and full access to reliable 
information. But the League also recognizes 
that the absence of governmental control does 
not insure the needed freedom of communica- 
tion. 

To the extent to which the motion pictures, 
press, radio and television are not available 
for the free and full expression of responsible 
opinion, there cannot be the free discussion 
and full information on which democratic 
policy depends. We further deplore the con- 
trols exerted by those groups within local 
communities or areas which seek to limit 
release of matcrial which they consider con- 
trary to their circumscribed views and 
opinions. 


The League believes that freedom to travel 
outside the United States should be available 
to all citizens as a right and not as a privilege. 
It believes that denial of passports to individ- 
uals because of opinion or affiliation, as well 


as the curtailment of travel itself, constitutes 
a threat to the freedom and rights guranteed 
under the Constitution. It further believes that 
the interests of democracy could best be served 
by the guarantee of freedom of entry and un- 
restricted travel for visitors to the United 
States. 


Freedom of Conscience: 


The extension of militarism in aJmost every 
phase of national life increases the difficulties 
of as well as the necessity for conscientious 
objection. 

The League deplores the limited definition 
of Conscientious Objection as it appears in the 
Selective Service Law and supports all those 
who for conscience’ sake take their stand 
against conscription and military service. This 
support includes those who claim status as 
conscientious objectors under the law and 
those who are conscientiously opposed to con- 
scription itself and therefore refuse to register. 
We deplore the practice of second prosecution 
of conscientious objectors which we believe 
violates even the intent of the Selective Service 
Law. 


We support amnesty for all violators of the 
Selective Service Law whose principle of ob- 
jection was conscientiously held, whether ex- 
pressed in religious, ethical, intellectual, philo- 
sophical or humanitarian terms. 


The League supports those who are con- 
scientiously opposed to paying that share of 
their taxes which goes for military purposes. 


We also support those who are conscienti- 
ously opposed to signing loyalty oaths. 


Abolition of Discrimination: 


The League urges effective action to elimi- 
nate from all phases of our national life 
discrimination based on race, sex, religion, 
political or national background. We urge the 
removal of all barriers to the free and equal 
exercise of the franchise, and a free and equal 
opportunity for education, employment and 
housing. The carrying out of this policy neces- 
sitates not only opposing infringement on civil 
liberties and civil rights, but also creating by 
education, legislation and non-violent means, a 
social climate in which discrimination cannot 
flourish. 


Finally the League believes that segregation 
is wrong and breeds discrimination and that 
it must be abolished. 


Immigration and Naturalization: 


The Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom believes that the objectives of a 
sound immigration and naturalization law 
should be to welcome newcomers; adhere to the 
principles of non-discrimination on the ground 
of creed, race or national origin; protect the 
rights of all our citizens whether native born 
or naturalized, as well as of our resident 
aliens; and preserve the standards of fair 
judicial process. 


We believe that the present Immigration Act 
is restrictive and contains many injustices re- 
sulting in particular from its adherence to the 
national origins quota system, from its failure 
to set up an adequate review machinery in 
immigration matters and from its inhumane 
and unjust provisions dealing with deportation 
and revocation of naturalization. 


We believe that nothing short of major 
drastic changes will be adequate to provide a 
constructive immigration policy. We support 
the report of the President’s Commission on 
Immigration as a means to that end and urge 
appropriate legislative action in accordance 
with its recommendati 


To Members of the 
Jane Addams Branch 


After five years as the first president of the 
JANE ADDAMS BRANCH, I am having a 
farewell to say to it, for I expect to sail for 
the Philippines in late June. I am to teach 
for at least a year at The College of Theology, 
Silliman University, Dumaguete City, and 
shall probably not return to the United States 
for about two years. I am deeply interested 
in every member of the Branch and feel a 
persona! acquaintance even where we have 
not met face to face. I have at least seen 
your names again and again and have cher- 
ished letters and cards from some of you. 
I always have a feeling such contacts need 
not be temporary but in a real sense not onl: 
lifelong but eternal. So I am saying — an 
praying —God bless you, each one. I am 
sorry indeed that circumstances prevented me 
from writing the last letter which I had in- 
tended. There is much I might say. I think 
our members are a noble band with high 
achievements and with much higher potenti- 
alities for service to World peace and its 
freedoms through the Women’s International 
League than you have so far been given a 
chance to express. The need, as we all reali 
is great past all thinking. What you can do 
is past all thinking, too. I do hope many of 
you will find your challenge through the 
League. I do appreciate also your kindnesses 
and encouragements to me. 


—HAZEL E. FOSTER. 


Newly Elected Officers 


Honorary Members: 
Emily Greene Balch, 
17 Roanoke Rd., Wellesley, Mass. 
Hannah Clothier Hull, 
101 Chester Rd., Swarthmore, Pa. 
Zonia Baber 
(no mail) 
President: 
Mrs. Ruth Freeman, 
316 E. Court St., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Vice Presidents: 
Mrs. Helen M. Beardsley, 
1907 Escarpa Drive, 
Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
Mrs. Dorothy Billings, 
23 Oxford Road, 
Newton Center 59, Mass. 
Miss Bertha McNeill, 
2645—15th St., NW, 
Washington 8, D. C. 
Mrs. Stella W. Moos, 
206 Township Line, Jenkintown, Pa. 
Mrs. Elsie L. Picon, 
2281 W. Grand Blvd., 
Detroit 8, Michigan 
Recording Secretaries: 
Mrs. Betty Furnas, 
800 National Rd., W., Richmond, Ind 
Mrs. Jean Harper, 
116 Ridgeway St., Mt. Holly, N. J. 
Corresponding Secretary: 
Mrs. Helene C. Rea, 
Fairfield & Sugartown Rds., Devon, Pa. 
Treasurer: 
Mrs. Grace Pruitt, 
St. Davids, Pa. 
Assistant Treasurer: 
Mrs. Alice McCollin, 
21st & Walnut Sts., Phila. 3, Pa. 
Comptrollers: 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hilles, 
5135 Morris St., Phila. 44, Pa. 
Treasurer of International Funds 
U. S. Section: 
Mrs. Eva Wiegelmesser, 
534 North 4th St., Phila. 23, Pa. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 
Richmond, Indiana — June 10-13, 1953 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond, 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953. wishes to express its appreciation to Senator Ralph Flanders, and 
Senator John J. Sparkman for introducing Sen. Con. Res. 32 on WORLD DISARMAMENT AND 
WORLD DEVELOPMENT, and to the 32 co-sponsors for their support. We urge early hearing= 
on this resolution with a view to its passage in this session of Congress, as part of a constructive 
effort to implemept President Eisenhower's appeal on April 16 for real disarmament and the use 
of a substantial amount of the resulting savings for world wide human betterment. . 

To: Pres. Eisenhower; Sen. Flanders, Sparkman as co-sponsors and 32 other sponsoring 

senators. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond, 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953, deeply concerned with problems of human misery and exploitation involved 
in the present status of MIGRATORY LABOR in this country, wishes to commend Senator Hubert 
H. Humphrey and Senators Ives, Douglas, Kennedy and Murray for, the introduction of legislation 
(S. 1567) providing for the establishment of a permanent federal committee on migratory labor 
and earnestly recommends that similar legislation be introduced and acted upon favorably in the 
House of Representatives. 

To: Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey; Sen. Irving Ives; Sen. Paul H. Douglas; Sen. John F. 

Kennedy and Sen. James E. Murray; also Representative Samuel K. McConnell, Jr. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond. 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953, noting that hearings on the Ives-Humphrey FEPC BILL (S. 692), have 
been postponed until the next session of Congress, expresses its regret that no immediate action 
is to be taken on this matter of vital concern and urges that this legislation be given high priority 
in the next session of Congress. 7 

To: Sen. Irving Ives;-Sen. Hubert J. Humphrey; Sen. H. Alexander Smith, Chairman 
of the Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond, 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953, wishes to express its full support of Senator Hill’s “OIL FOR EDUCA- 
TION” amendment to (S. 1901) under which*revenues derived from offshore oil reserved for the 
Federal Government would be to improve and expand educational facilities and opportunities 
throughout the United States. 

To: Senator Lister Hill and senators co-sponsoring. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond, 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953, commends President Eisenhower for the leadership which he has given 
in connection with the SETTLEMENT OF THE KOREAN CONFLICT, for his positive rejection 
of the use of force as a means for accomplishing the desired objection of the unification of Korea, 
and for his expressed willingness to explore all possible avenues for the peaceful set.lement of 
international tensions. We urge immediate consideration of plans for the rehabilitation of the 
war-devastated area of Korea. 

To: President Eisenhower; Sen. Alexander Wiley, Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, and Rep. Robert B. Chiperfield, Chairman, House Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond, 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953, concerned with recent attacks on the United Nations by certain members 
of Congress and others by the threats which have been made to withdraw United States FUNDS 
FROM THE UNITED NATIONS and its specialized agencies, urges the Executive Branch of the 
Government to assert its traditional leadership in the field of International relations to the end 
that the faith of the American people in the United Nations as the best hope of peace be reaffirmed 
and strengthened. 

To: I’resident Eisenhower; Secretary of State John Foster Dulles. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond, 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953, feels strongly that our government has a responsibility to try to avoid 
contributing to the TENSIONS in those areas IN THE AMERICAS where social and political 
changes are currently taking place. 

To this end we suggest— 

1) that the State Department clearly publicize our country’s dedication to a “hands off” 

policy with regard to Latin American affairs in an attempt to deter a tendency on the part 

of the press to issuse biased releases of an inflammatory nature. > F 

2) we recommend lowering our tarriffs to a point at which the Latin American Countries 

can trade with us and so build up and sustain healthy economies. We earnestly request the 

State Department to move in that direction in negotiating trade agreements. 

To: Secretary of State John Foster Dulles; Dr. Milton Eisenhhower; Dr. Alberto Lleras, 
Secretary General of the Organization of the American States. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in annual meeting at Richmond, 
Indiana, June 10-13, 1953, commends President Eisenhower for his recognition of the injustices 
inherent in the MCCARRAN-WALTERS IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT and his 
recommendation for corrective legislation and earnestly urges that, pending such revision, the law 
be administered in so far as is possible in keeping with our traditional policies for the rights of 
resident aliens, naturalized citizens and foreigners legitimately desiring to visit the United States. 

To: President Eisenhower; Secretary Dulles; Attorney General Brownell; Senator 
Wm. Langer; Representative Reed. 

The Women’s International League wishes to express deep appreciation to Elsie Picon upon 
her retirement as President for the high standard of leadership she has brought to this office. for 
the effectiveness of her work in inspiring other organizations to work unitedly for World Disarma- 
ment and World Development. (Full text of this resolution may be obtained by writing to W. I. L. 

Seldom has it been the privilege of the members of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom to hold its annual meeting at as beautiful, restful, and at the same time, as 
stimulating a place as Earlham College. The very atmosphere is charged with those enduring qualities 
of the spirit which the Friends have fused into human life ever since the days of George Fox— 
qualities which sustain, uplift and glorify. This we felt especially as we gathered in the Meeting 
House for the purpose of thinking through the ideals and future procedures of our organization. 
We have felt it also in the manner in which our physical needs have been taken care of—the meals 
have been delicious and bountiful, our rooms airy and comfortable. 


U.N. NOTES 


During the Assembly session of the Social. 
Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee took 
up the resolution for the political rights of 
women, This called for a convention requiring 
that women be given the voie in al! elec cone. 
he eligible for public elections and” appo:n:- 
ment to public office on equal terms with men. 


This was approved by the General Assemb!\ 
then opened for signature at a public cere 
mony. About 20 countries have signed so tar. 
While these rights are taken for granted by 
us, there are 15 countries in which women 
have no vote and others that have limited 
rights. The apologetic tone of delegates from 
these countries gave hope that new laws would 
in time extend the rights to all women. 


The Social Commission met for two weeks 
in May. Of the 18 nations represented, only 
India and Iraq had women delegates, but we 
may be proud of Miss Julia Henderson, Direc- 
tor of the Division of Social Welfare, the 
highest woman in the UN Secretariat. She 
showed great skill in presenting the reports 
and answering questions on their work in the 
community centers, the national family wel- 
fare programs, housing and advisory social 
planning. It is in such projects that the 
specialized agencies WHO (Health), FAO 
(Food and Agriculture), UNESCO (Educa- 
tion), UNICEF (Children) and Technical 
Assistance co-operate in the underdeveloped 
countries, to relieve some of the starvation. 
disease and ignorance. 


This is what the UN means to millions of 
people — a constructive program of concrete 
benefits. As was stressed during the discussion 
on the continuation of UNICEF, this work 
has a great psychological impact as a demon- 
stration of UN action. 

As the Commission was asked to assign 
priorities to its projects, it decided to put 
the emphasis on welfare centers. treatment 
of child delinquents and the financing of 
housing. The importance of projects which 
will stimulate people to help themselves and 
which receive the backing of local govern- 
ments was stressed. The lack of trained per- 
sonnel as well as the limited funds curtail 
the program at the same time that an increas- 
ing number of countries are asking for assist- 
ance in the social welfare field. 

This is the spade work of the UN. Political 
decisions must rest on economic factors. Most 
men want bread before ideas. The UN chal- 
lenges us to find the balance between human 
needs and hopes. 


—CAROLINE BIDDLE MALIN. 


The Women's International League 
For Peace and Freedom 
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International Associate Dues (includes 
Intern’t'l, National, State) $8.00 $...... 

National and State Dues only, $3.00 $...... 

Special Student Dues, $.50 Dicaswe 

Contribution 

{J Send me Four Lights for 1 year at $1.00 

Make Cuecks PAYABLE TO 
Women’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
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